
Restoring a Stream, Restoring a Community�—Urban watershed restoration 
fosters community improvement  
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T his historically thriving river served as an 
important habitat for wildlife and a key 

food source for the resident Native American 
tribes.  Centuries of development have led to the 
degradation of the river through years of 
unrestricted agricultural runoff as well as the 
introduction of nonpoint source pollution caused 
by the industrialization and urbanization of the 
area.  Once a remote area, the Anacostia 
watershed is now a metropolitan hub with more 
than 800,000 residents  (Anacostia Watershed 
Restoration Partnership).   



Restora on of the stream was 
equipment intensive. (USFWS 
photo) 

�“W e are challenging ourselves 
to explore innova ve ways to 

enrich our natural resources and our 
community�… For the sake of our 
environment and in the spirit of 
innova ve thinking, we are moving 
forward together as �‘One City�’ to create 
a healthier, sustainable environment.�”   

�—DDOE Director Christophe Tulou 
(quoted in District Department of the 
Environment, 2011)  


	The Watts Branch Restoration Project
	Overview of Case Study Methods



